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Being a part of the Sibley-Ocheyedan golf team requires more from a student athlete than just showing up for practices and matches.  Please take the time to read all of the information presented in this handbook and ask questions as needed. Getting answers from me about your questions has greater security than making an assumption on your own; please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Code of Integrity

As a team member your personal integrity may be the most important asset to your season.  When you are acknowledged as part of this team, you are not only representing yourself, Sibley-Ocheyedan High School and me, but you are representing the history of and the game of golf.  I need golfers that are committed to themselves, their academics and this team.   I want student athletes who demonstrate impeccable behavior on and off the course and would not jeopardize the integrity of Sibley-Ocheyedan High School, our coaches, fellow players and most importantly -themselves. This includes the highest standard of integrity and conduct in school, at home, on the golf course and in the Sibley-Ocheyedan community. Golf is a game of honor and integrity. 

Coaches

As your coach it is my job to lead you first and foremost with integrity and honor by example.  I will do my best to uphold the four cornerstones of Sibley-Ocheyedan High School Activities:

· Create a positive atmosphere for growth in practice and competition.
· Instill an intense need for honesty & integrity amongst coaches and players.
· Build trust, care, and commitment within all that touch Sibley-Ocheyedan athletics.
· Develop an unrelenting belief in the benefits of hard work, honesty and integrity.

These will be the core values that will be the foundation of the Sibley-Ocheyedan High School golf program. 

Expectations of Players

All players are expected to uphold the integrity of this program.  We will honor ourselves, Sibley-Ocheyedan High School, and the game of golf.  Any player found not in compliance with this risks consequences. Violations outside of the golf team and golf season will also be given my attention.  Integrity isn’t part time! We will hold to the Sibley-Ocheyedan violation policy, and I will also administer rigorous expectations for that player for the rest of the year.  To make it clear, a violation will result in limited competition play to allow more time to correct the infraction that occurred.  You and your integrity are more important than your golf score.

School

Your teachers and I will have an open line of communication at all times.  I will inquire about your grades and your attitude in and outside of class.  If your grades and school conduct are an area of concern to your teachers, parents or myself, they will be addressed as priority over your place on this team. You must remember that you represent more than just yourself; you represent everyone associated with Sibley-Ocheyedan golf.
Good Conduct Policy

The golf team will follow the Sibley-Ocheyedan Good Conduct policy for which is found in the high school student handbook.  Depending on the infraction, competitions might be missed as part of the punishment.

School Issued Equipment

The Sibley-Ocheyedan school district and athletic boosters have generously provided golf equipment for the Boy’s golf team to utilize.   Currently the varsity golfers will be assigned a school issued collared golf shirt, a range finder, and a rain suit.  These items are to be used during the golf season to help each golfer represent our school district as well as perform at their highest level.  Student golfers will sign an agreement to use this equipment.  This equipment has been numbered, accounted for, and will be collected at the end of the golf season. 

Practice

Practices are required!  The effort and attitude you put forth about practices prior to the season of matches, indicates to me the effort you will put forth during the season of competition.  If you are nonchalant about your practice habits, how can I be expecting great things from you during competition?

What you are willing to show me in the first three to four weeks of practice will greatly impact your season.  You have two things in this world, your name and the reputation that goes with it.  What do you want to leave us with?

If you feel you will miss a practice, you must notify me prior to practice via phone or an email message.  If I have not heard from you by 3:30, you are considered unexcused and recorded.  An unexcused absence will result in missing the next golf meet; two unexcused absences will result be not playing in the next two meets.  Missing practice is a cue to a potential problem.  Problems get in the way of success, and your chances of contributing positively to this team. The season is short, be there.

Season Scoring Average

At the start of the season, we will begin a new scoring average for each golfer.  This scoring average will be monitored via a Google Spreadsheet.  Forty percent of your scoring average will be accounted from your practice rounds and the other sixty percent will be accounted from your meet scores.  There will be required 9 hole practice rounds throughout the season when each golfer will be required to play and record their scores in the spreadsheet.  These required rounds will be played with fellow Sibley-Ocheyedan golf team members.  If you fail to complete your round due to an unexcused absence or other unapproved reason, your scoring average will drop dramatically, which in turn will reduce the golfer’s chance of playing in the competitions.

Appearance

How you present yourself makes a strong impression to all who see you.  Your appearance gives you an edge that only can be won in the mental game of golf.

To build an atmosphere of pride and honor we will wear quality clothing at all outside practices.   Appropriate golf attire will be expected at all practices.  Shirts need to be tucked in.  Acceptable shoes for golf must be worn for outdoor practices and competition.  No boots, cowboy boots, or anything with heals will be accepted.  For competitions, varsity golfers will be required to wear the school issued collared golf shirt.  Dress pants or shorts is strongly suggested.  You will also receive a school issued rain gear set for the season as well.  Junior varsity golfers will be expected to wear a black, orange, or white collared shirt as well.  Dress pants or shorts is also strongly suggested as well.  

Competitions

On competition days, your competition preparation begins as soon as you are released from class.  Getting mentally prepared is just as important as being physically prepared.   An athlete who is seen as not getting mentally ready for a match runs the risk of a poor performance.  Being a Varsity golfer is highly dependent on performance.   Poor practice makes poor performance; a poor performance makes room for a different golfer at the next competition.

Spectators at Competitions

Spectators are encouraged to come out and watch matches, however, there are rules that need to be followed.  Spectators may not talk to the golfers while they are out on the course, and they are required to maintain a reasonable distance as not to distract any player.  No spectators are allowed to walk with a player in the fairway during competition.  Spectators are allowed to assist in searching for balls in the rough.  Keeping a safe distance of 30 yards is recommended as other teams can call a penalty on us for such a case.

Team Member Selection Procedures

The team will consist of students of good academic standing in grades 9-12 (students in lower grades may be considered).  All potential team members will practice indoors until we get outside to play and a decision of team members is made.
· As part of the team selection process, there will be two to three 9-hole team-qualifying rounds played as soon as weather permits.  After the initial team selection, averaged season scores from required practice or competition rounds will be used as the means to determine the next week’s varsity team roster.  Roster changes will not take place until the beginning of a new school week, which is on Monday.  If you fail to complete a required practice round due to an unexcused absence, it will dramatically affect your scoring average and therefore affect your chance to play in competition.
· Grades, attendance and practice attitude play a factor in being selected and staying on the team.
· Experience and knowledge of the rules will also be considered.
· Team decisions will be made by the Friday before the first meet.  

Once team selection is confirmed, there will be weekly practice rounds for anyone not on varsity that will be played for all golfers to qualify for upcoming competition.  Qualifying an event will be determined on each players scoring average on the days that are assigned as a nine hole practice round or competition round.  Current varsity player’s competition scores will count toward their scoring averages on the days that they have meets when the JV players are practicing and vice versa on JV meet days.  Twelve players will be selected for play, six for the varsity matches and six for the junior varsity.  Through practice and improvement each week, team players will have an opportunity to improve golf scores and qualify for that week’s following competition.

Student-athletes need to understand that we are building a program that is founded on quality students and athletes who can perform at a high level.  A strong positive attitude increases that chance for success.

To be competitive at the Varsity level an 18-hole score in the mid to low 80’s is something to shoot for.  To be in the hunt for post-season play, scoring in the low 80’s to high 70’s increases your chances to extend your season, keeping in mind your competitors and their scores.   Hard work, commitment, and the desire to improve with a good attitude are the core-values that will build and strengthen this program.

Letterwinner/Participants

For those golfers that participate in any varsity level golf meet, they will be a letterwinner.  All other golfers will be classified as participants.  Certificates will be distributed at the end of the season for both letterwinners and participants.






Sibley-Ocheyedan CSD
Equipment Agreement
This Agreement represents an outline of the Boy’s Golf Equipment Policies and Procedures. By signing this Agreement, student golfers and parents/guardians agree to follow the Policies and Procedure prior to signing this document.
1. I agree to abide to the Boy’s Golf Equipment Policies and Procedures; and Sibley-Ocheyedan Boy’s Golf Handbook.
2. I agree that as a varsity golfer the use of a Range Finder, Golf Bag, and Uniform is a privilege, and that I am responsible for the proper care of them that is assigned to me, as well as any other Boy’s golf equipment I am allowed to use.
3. I agree to keep all golf equipment assigned to me secure, and I will not share these with any other student golfers.
4. I understand that if I do not abide by the Sibley-Ocheyedan Boy’s Golf Handbook, I am receiving discipline as outlined by in the Policies and Procedures, and the Student Code of Conduct.  
5. If I damage or wreck any of the golf equipment assigned to me, I agree that I am responsible for the full replacement cost of a new one(s).
6. My signature, and that of my parent(s) or guardian(s), acknowledges receipt of and agreement to abide by the terms of the Sibley-Ocheyedan Boy’s Golf Handbook, and this agreement.

__________________________________________________________                   	___________________________
Student Signature        				                      	Date
__________________________________________________________                   	___________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature						Date
__________________________________________________________		___________________________
Administrator Signature						Date
Please check the following statement as it applies to your child:
________ I give permission for my child to be assigned a varsity, school issued range finder to be used during the golf season.  I agree to take full responsibility for any damage to the range finder.
________ I give permission for my child  to be assigned a varsity, school issued golf bag to be used during the golf season.  I agree to take full responsibility for any damage to the golf bag or other golf equipment.
________I DO NOT give permission for my child, to be assigned a varsity, school issued range finder, golf bag, or other equipment to be used during the golf season.

__________________________________________________________		_____________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature						Date
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